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THE SURVEYOR. 


April 30.1914. 


Correspondent e. 


To the Editor, “ The Surveyor,” 

Sir,— 

It may interest many of your readers to know something of the 
history of the firm, Messrs. Troughton & Simms, the well-known 
mathematical instrument makers, carrying on business in Fleet Street, 
London, with the workshop and factory at Woolwich Road, Charlton, 
Kent. The original firm dates back to the time of King George II., 
and probably before that time, as the exact date of its inception is 
not known. It is one of the oldest concerns in the mathematical 
instrument trade, and was carried on originally at 136 Fleet Street 
under the sign of "Ye Orrery ” (this was the name of the 
apparatus for illustrating the motions of the planets, designed by 
Charles, fourth Earl of Orrery, and was called after him.) 

In the reign of George II. the business was conducted under the 
name of Wright, eventually Cole, then successively John Troughton, 
Edward Troughton, Troughton and Simms, William Simms, James 
Simms, and William Simms, extending to 1872, since that date James 
Simms has conducted the business. There has been no Troughton in 
the business for over a century. 


Yours faithfully, 

PHILIP W. RYGATE. 


City Bank Chambers, 

164 Pitt Street, Sydney, 
28th April, 1914. 



